
 

 

 
March 21, 2003 
 
Philips Receives Medical Design Excellence Awards  
 
Royal Philips Electronics (NYSE: PHG; AEX: PHI) announced today it received 
two Medical Design Excellence Awards (MDEA), the only awards program that 
recognizes contributions and advances in the design of medical products. Philips’ 
HeartStart Home Defibrillator, the first of a new generation of defibrillators 
specifically designed for the home, was recognized in the Critical Care and 
Emergency Products category and Philips’ SONOS 7500 ultrasound system with 
Live 3-D Echo, which allows cardiologists to obtain real-time, 3-D images of the 
beating heart, was honored in the Radiological and Electromechanical Devices 
category.  
 
“We are honored and delighted that the MDEA singled-out two of our innovative 
technologies for home defibrillation and cardiovascular care.” said Jacques Souquet, 
chief scientific and technology officer at Philips Medical Systems.  “Philips constantly 
strives to develop innovative products and services that extend the use of technology to 
enhance patient outcome and improve overall productivity.”  
 
Defibrillators provide treatment for sudden cardiac arrest (SCA), a leading cause of death 
in the United States, claiming a quarter million lives each year. Published studies show 
over 70 percent of arrests happen in the home and the majority of those are witnessed.  
The Philips HeartStart Home Defibrillatorthe result of extensive research on ease of 
useis ideal for the emerging class of home responders who want to be able to help save 
the lives of friends and relatives in the event of cardiac arrest. The SONOS 7500 with 
Live 3-D Echo offers immediate and valuable information to clinicians, including 
rotating viewing angles of a heart’s anatomical features, thereby providing information 
needed to potentially make a more precise diagnosis, better plan cardiac surgery and 
improve patient communication. 
 
The annual Medical Design Excellence Awards competition is sponsored by Canon 
Communications LLC. Entries are evaluated on design and engineering features 
including innovative use of materials, user-related features that improve healthcare 
delivery and change traditional medical attitudes or practices, features that provide 
enhanced benefits to the patient, and the ability of the product development team to 
overcome design and engineering challenges so the product meets its clinical objectives. 
An impartial, multidisciplinary panel of third-party jurors performed a comprehensive 
review of the entries with expertise in biomedical engineering, human factors, industrial 
design, medicine, diagnostics and medical packaging. 
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The 2003 Medical Design Excellence Award recipients will be honored at a ceremony 
during the Medical Design & Manufacturing (MD&M) East Conference and Exposition, 
June 2-4, 2003, at New York City's Jacob K. Javits Convention Center.  Specific gold and 
silver awards will be announced at this time. 
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For further information please contact: 
  
USA: Heidi Wilson 
 Tel: +1 978 659 7302 
 heidi.wilson@philips.com 
  
Europe:  Diana van Dongen 
 Tel: +31 40 27 64718 
 diana.van.dongen@philips.com 
 
Asia Pacific: Kitty Kwan 
 Tel: + 852 2821 5796 
 Kitty.kwan@philips.com 

 
About Royal Philips Electronics: 
 
Royal Philips Electronics of the Netherlands is one of the world's biggest electronics 
companies and Europe's largest, with sales of $30.1 billion (EUR 31.8 billion) in 2002. 
It is a global leader in color television sets, lighting, electric shavers, medical 
diagnostic imaging and patient monitoring, and one-chip TV products. Its 170,000 
employees in more than 60 countries are active in the areas of lighting, consumer 
electronics, domestic appliances, components, semiconductors, and medical systems. 
Philips is quoted on the NYSE (symbol: PHG), London, Frankfurt, Amsterdam and 
other stock exchanges. News from Philips is located at 
www.philips.com/newscenter/usa/ 
 
ATTN Broadcasters: Philips b-roll (via beta copy, fiber transmission and satellite feed), 
is available 24/7 by calling (+1-212-375-0021). 
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